
 

 

Shots on golf course: Donald Trump 
escapes another assassination 
attempt! 

 16 September 2024 

Symbolic image of Trump on the golf course. (C) R24/KI 

Apparently, Donald Trump narrowly escaped another assassination 
attempt. The suspected perpetrator has been arrested and the FBI has 
begun an investigation. Trump himself is combative and stressed that he 
will not be stopped. 

Former US President and Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump 
apparently narrowly escaped an assassination attempt on Sunday. According 
to several US media reports, shots were fired at the Trump International Golf 
Club in West Palm Beach, Florida, while Trump was playing golf there. 

 

https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/19084509/i/57669805/0/pp/1/2?h=ITLYfY3arfEHqFly5dVFidp81NuCffdRQ4qXe6YBolYJIdW1iwwpqW-zkjl5E16UiygjOgdsIv8GbsZ0sebfsUIWkxNO2mU-ng0G9Np0GUA*&rid=8246124d-74c0-11ef-bc05-e43d1a2a04aa&tt=Direct&att=3&cpm=1&abd=1&iv=11&ct=1&gdprApplies=1&consentData=CQFF8EAQFF8EAFDADDDEBHFsAP_gAEPAAAYgI3wFgAFgANAAgABkAEAAMgAaABHACYAFsAQAA0gB-gEIAIgAWYA9oC8wGMgMkAfuBG8Eb4BoACwAQAAyABoAEcAJgA_QCEAHtAXmAyQB-4EbwAAA.YAAAAAAAAAAA&st=120&mp4=1&h2=HhTo3lxjlpEBqSeueI-DVuT6I6fAic4A4P95_FNoQnEa-QeWmcDYi8y3b2vycyPD&muid=o81oTCQRo1e0
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According to the US Secret Service, the incident occurred shortly before 2 
p.m. local time. Trump himself was unharmed and, according to his 
spokesman Steven Cheung, is "safe." The FBI has since begun an 
investigation and classifies the incident as an "attempted assassination." 
However, the question arises as to how the gunman knew that Trump would 
be there, especially since it was not publicly announced that he would be 
playing golf there. 
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According to initial findings, an armed man attempted to enter the golf course 
grounds. Secret Service agents spotted the suspect and opened fire as he 
attempted to stick a gun through a fence. Trump himself was reportedly about 
300 to 500 meters away from the crime scene at the time. 



 
 
The suspected perpetrator initially managed to escape in an SUV, but was 
later arrested by local law enforcement in a neighboring district. An AK-47 
assault rifle was seized at the crime scene. Investigators also found a 
backpack and a GoPro camera, suggesting that the perpetrator may have 
wanted to film his crime. 

Fox News identified the suspected shooter as Ryan Routh. Initial examinations 
of his social media profiles indicate that he is a Trump opponent who holds 
liberal views and supports Ukraine. 

Trump himself reacted to the incident with determination. In a statement, he 
stressed: "Nothing will stop me, I will never give up." The White House said 



that President Biden and Vice President Harris had been informed of the 
incident and were relieved to hear that Trump was safe. 

 

The incident raises further questions about the former president's security. 
Although Trump was the target of an assassination attempt just a few months 
ago, as a former president he does not enjoy the full protection of a sitting 
head of state. Rafael Barros, the Secret Service special agent in charge, 
stressed at a press conference: "The threat level is high. We live in dangerous 
times." 

 

 

 
Critics see the heated political rhetoric as a possible cause for such incidents. 
While some media outlets are calling on the Trump campaign to moderate its 
rhetoric, Trump supporters point out that the other side also contributed to the 
escalation by repeatedly calling Trump a "Nazi" and a "threat to democracy." 
The incident underscores the tense political situation in the United States and 
the security risks for high-ranking political figures. 
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